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multiform changes which the worship and attributes of tlie
Hindu triad have undergone, or the endless variety of concep-
tions and personifications under which they have been already
adored. And remembering that Vishnu and Siva are only
different refractions of the idea of divinity seen through ihe
prism of popular imagination, there appears no reason why
they should not go on changing toward a higher evolution, as
the people emerge out of abject idolatrous terror of therrgods.
Supposing India to have been left to- work out its own destiny
as an Asiatic country unconquered by Europe, the process might
have been a very long one indeed, starting' from the point at
which Brahmanism now stands. Under European stimulants
it will probably be very much abridged; but there is the reli-
gion still flourishing before our eyes like a green bay tree, and
one cannot positively affirm that it is likely soon to vanish and
be no more seen. That it may altogether melt away said- dis-
solve in the course of.Hime may be conjectured to be its not
improbable destiny. On the other hand it is not impossible
that Brahmanism may be able gradually to spiritualize and
centralize its Pantheon, .reduce its theology to a compact
system, soften down its marvels by symbolisms and inter-
pretations, discard ** dogmatic extremes,** and generally to bring
itself into accordance with improved standards of science and
intelligence. There is hardly a religion which does not go
through this process, or which maintains without revision the
uncompromising commands or mystic utterances of its founders.
And it is a matter of surprise that scientific observers should
have recognized the long course of. development which other
religions -undergo, should admit that the religion of Zoroaster
and Judaism are still alive, after so many centuries, and such
tremendous calamities, and yet should also declare Brahmarusm,
which provides rites and beliefs .to 150 milliops, to be dead
because its earlier forms (what are sometimes called the coarser
conceptions of popular religion) are sloughing off.

"When a religion," said the Lecturer, ** has ceased to pjro-
duce defenders of the faith, prophets, champions, and martyrs,
it has ceased to live/* This is a bold and far-reaching sentence,
-which must have sounded through the long-drawn Gothic aisles
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